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By ANNE VIS boring municipalities, council The date for the meetings 
Staff Writer has decided. was the subject of some con-

The monthly meetings, for- cem for editors at two news-
MA YNARD - Regu l a r  merly held on the first Tues- papers that regularly cover 

council meetings for Augusta day of each month, were Augusta council: the Presrott 
Township will in future be changed when council adopt- Journal and the Recorder and 
held on the second Monday ed a new procedural bylaw Tfmes. 
of each month so the town- during a regular meeting here Councillor George Vail re
ship can respond faster to Tuesday. Meetings will start quested the change last 

month to accommodate the 
deadline for the Journal, a 
weekly newspaper. But. at 
the Recorder and Tfmes, the 
sbift will cause staffing prob
lems because meetings will 
fall on the same night as 
El iza b e thtown Township 
council meetings. 

Reeve Adrian VanSchie 
said council received cor
respondence from both publi
cations, each stating its pref
erence, but decided to ignore 
the letters during delibera
tions. 

He said council decided to 
move the meetings one week 
later in the month so it could 
respond quicker to inquiries 
or decisions by councils rep
resenting Prescott, Edwards
burgh or Cardinal. All three 
meet on the first Monday of 
each month, while Prescott 
and Edwardsburgh schedule 
a second meeting for the 
third Monday. 

He offered no explanation 
for changing the meeting 
nights to Monday from Tues-
day. �t�hlr � J� /}?.�"'J 
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ARK CALDER 

Writer 

YNARD - Parents won 
:ship support Monday night 

ir battle against a school 
proposal to close an area 

.c school, and transfer Grade 
8 students to South Gren
' strict High School. 

sta Reeve Adrian VanSchie 
uncil opted to back local 

ts' committees because it 
concerns about busing 

.e need for closures. 
ncillors will send letters of 

:t to the Ministry of Educa-
.e Upper Canada District 

11 Board, and local trustee 

f<_u..-0r t/e,l · f T A1tt:J /VJ 
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gonquin school closure opposes 
Joan Hodge. 

The action was adopted after 
members of the Algonquin School 
Council sent a letter to council 
opposing recommendations con
tained in a recent consultant's re
port commissioned by the board. 

The report suggested the clo
sure of 12 schools in its jurisdic
tion to rationalize use of school 
space. and to qualify with provin
cial funding rules. 

If recommendations from the 
report are accepted. Grade 7 and 
8 students from Maynard Public 
School could be transferred to 
South Grenville. followed by clo
sure of either Algonquin Public 
School or Maitland Public School 
and transfer of students from the 

closed school to Maynard. 
Transferring Grarle 7 and 8 stu -

dents to a high school environ
ment is unacceptable, said Linda 
McKinley. a member of the school 
committee. 

She worries about the exposing 
the children to bad influences 
from older students, such as 
drugs or alcohol. 

'They're much too young to be 
put in that envirorlment and they 
already have to grow up too fast." 
McKinley said. 

She added closing either school 
doesn't make sense because they 
are both well used,. The consult
ant's report suggests closure of 
under-utilized schools. However 
based on provincial guidelines 

limiting class size to 25. Algon
quin is at 120 per cent capacity 
and Maitland is at 104 per cent. 

McKinley also warned the plan 
could result in an untenable situ
ation for busjng. She predicted 
students from the northern parts 
of the township could face up to 
three hours a day on the bus to 
get too and from school. 

"Our buses can be uncontrol
lable at times now." warned McK
inley. "What would those small 
children be subjected to then?" 

The woman argued Augusta 
has already been hit with its 
share of school changes. having 
already lost Churchill School and 
North Augusta School in recent 
years. Rez.oning of school bound-

aries has also forced residents t• 
remove their children from local 
schools to go elsewhere. 

'We don't have a surplus of el 
ementary school space in our 
township. Yet. the new proposal 
would further disrupt and dis
place between 310 and 330 Au -
gusta township students from 
their present educational insti
tutions." she wrote to council. 

And closing the schools will nq 
just affect the students. The insti 
tutions are used by the wider 
communities for scouts. beavers. 
brownies, girl guides and numer 
ous other community activities. 

"Must we lose these vital group 
as well?" McKinley asks. "If we de 
our communities will die." 
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Staff Writer Petition spokesman Laurie "If it was me, I 'd take the safety 

ALGONQUIN - About 150 
schoolchildren from Algonquin 
Public School will have a safer walk 
to the Augusta Library this year. 

Classes making the weekly trek 
along County Road 15 from the 
school to the library will now have 
a paved shoulder to walk on, sepa
rated from the main road by a thick 
white line. 

' 

A 300-metre stretch of the 
shoulder, one and a half metres 
'wide, was paved last week and a 
white line will be painted within 
two weeks, just in time for the start 
of the new school year beginning 
Sept. 4. 

The work is being done in 
response to safety concerns raised 
in a 40-name petition presented to 
Augusta Township council in July. 

Petitioners were also seeking a 
four-way stop at the intersection of 
County Road 15 and the Algonquin 
Road, but that part of the proposal 
appears doomed after a recent 
public meeting in which a half 
dozen residents expressed con-

Young said she was disappointed factor ahead of the noise," she 
with the outcome on the four-way said. 
stop but is pleased with the quick "If something was to happen at 
action on paving the shoulder. that corner, and I hope it doesn't, I 

. "I was really happy to get that," bet you it wouldn't be long before 
said Young_, a volunteer at the they put a sign up," she said. 
school �hich sends groups . of Les Shepherd, engineer for the 
schoolchildren along the roadside United Counties of Leeds and 
to the library every week. Grenville which maintains the 

"You see the kids go out there county r�ad said there will be no 
an.d you cross your fingers," she further exa�ination of a four-way 
said. 

1 
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H h ·d f ty 
stop un ess it is spurre y t e 

owever'. s e sa1 
. 
sa e c
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on- local community. cerns remam at the mtersection, "Th t ( ty d) · t t which has through traffic on the a coun r�

.
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north-south county road and stop be a throug? road, he said, wh1�e 

signs in place on the east-west acknowl�dgmg �oncerns that dn-

Algonquin Road. vers routmely. dnve faster than the 
"Our main issue is the sightlines posted. 5? kilometres per hour 

at the corner," said Young. speed hm1t thr�ugh the hamlet. 
She said the general store is so s.hepherd said �he paved shoul-

close to the corner that drivers on der 1sn t a proper sidewalk but pro-
the Algonquin Road have to ease vides the petitioners with the facil-
onto the county road to see ity they requested, complete with a 
oncoming traffic. thick white line f<;>r safety purpos-

However, she said, concerns es. 
about the noise of truck traffic 
stopping and starting on the coun
ty road appear to have won the 

"People recognize the white 
line as the edge of the road. It 
should be fine," he said. 



·-.Door still closed to ENSCO 
Tom Meredith, president of 

New Environmental Inc., the 
Canadian front for ENSCO was 
quoted in The Recorder and 
Times on March 15, as stating 
that although ENSCO is not 
fondly regarded in Augusta 
township, it is none-the-less 
popular at Smithville, Ont. 

As was correctly reported, 
the Smithville installation, 
which is being delayed by 
ENSCO's failure as yet to post 
a bond, is to be a temporary 
one, to deal with an immediate 
crisis at that location; not as a 
permanently s i t u a t e d  i n 
cinerator, dedicated t o  accep
ting hazardous wastes from 
th e e n t i r e  p r o v i n c e  a n d  
beyond, as would be the case 
bere. 

At Smithville, several years 
go, a company operating a 
aste transfer depot, licensed 

y the Ministry of Environ
ment, went bankrupt and the 

aterials in storage were 

abandoned. PCBs in drums, 
transformers and silos leaked 
into the ground, found their 
way into the water table, and 
are now moving toward 12 

Mile Creek and from there to 
Lake Ontario. 

The MOE has taken over the 
site, spending $20 million to 
build "state-of-the-art" storage 
facilities and to study the pro
blem. They plan to drill a 
series of wells, and by pump
ing water from them, draw the 
toxic liquids back to the site 
and flush them out of the 
ground ... no mean feat. Where 
it will  go f r o m  there is 
anyone's guess. 

ENSCO' s role in this is mere
ly to burn the already securely 
stored wastes; not the best 
known method of dealing with 
the problem, but it may be 
understood that the local resi
dents see in it their salvation. 

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  
Smithville area may, in their 

desperation, welcome a mobile 
incinerator placement to, as 
they may see it, relieve the 
crisis, albeit without solving 
the ground water problem. 
But, to a permanent toxic 
waste incinerator in Augusta 
township, the door is closed. 

Brian Lawless 
Prescott 



�Insight-opinions 

I Letters to the editor , � 

-stop the environmental degradation 
Recently I received a letter from a BCI 

student who is enrolled in the O.A.C. 
World Issue. geography course asking, 
"How much environment degradation do 
you see in your field of study?" and "In 
your opinion how do you think this can 
be corrected?" 

A quick and easy reply would have 
been: 

1. Read the January 2/89 issue of Time 
Magazine which chose the Endangered 
Earth as Planet of the Year, in lieu of its 
usual Man or W Qman of the Year. 

2. Read The Recorder and Times - the 
�eek of March 20-25 had the following 
environmental degradation stories: 

Monday - Winds hamper search for 
chemicals lost in channel. 

Tuesday - Appeal board chairman 
limits MacDougall waste site hours. 

Wednesday - Wong doesn't rule out 
expansion of nuclear plants in next de
cade. 

Thursday - Three years after Cher
nobyl, radiation still dominates life. 

Friday - no paper. 
Saturday - Alaskan oil spill worst ever 

in U.S. 
3. Read about a local issue that deals 

with environmental degradation. A good 
example is the ENSCO proposal. 

As an environmentalist my answer to 
the first question would have to be the 
toxic chemicals that exist in our en
v i r o n m e n t .  Che m i c a l  i n d u s t r i e s  
throughout the world now. produce ap
proximately 60,000 different chemical 
substances. It seems that we are conduc
t!,ng a massive experiment in toxicology, 
using the planet as a laboratory. These 
chemicals are all around us and for the 
,first time in history' people are discover
ing the deteriorating quality of their lives 
,due to pollution in the water, in the food 
ijley eat, and in the air they breathe. An 
excellent book dealing with this subject is 
Michael H. Brown's entitled The Toxic 
Cloud, The Poisoning of America's Air. 
Many examples of chemicals that are 

,harmful to the environment could be 
<fiscussed. Two of the latest examples are 
dioxins in our milk cartons (an excellent 
story in the last Greenpeace magazine on 
how the pulp and paper industry and the 

,E.P.A. tried to cover up the dioxin pro-

Chemic al industries 
throughout the world 
now produce approx
imately 60,000 chemi
cal substances. It seems 
that we are conducting a 
massive experiment in 
t oxicolog y, using the 
planet as a laboratory. 

blemf and the chemical Alar that is 
sprayed on our fruit. 

Rather than discussing more horror 
stories, it is the second question that 
needs to be addFessed "How can these 
problems be corrected?" Let us use an 
example right in our own backyard, the 
ENSCO proposal. A lot of stories have 
been written about this proposal since 
October 5/88. The last Recorder and 
Times article was on March 23 entitled 
"ENSCO waiting for government to set 
rules." For many people including the 
federal government (burn PCBs), the pro
vincial government (support OWMC), the 
MOE (burn PCBs at Smithville), industries 
(use incinerators), former Augusta 
township council (signed deal with 
ENSCOT are all in favor of burning toxic 
chemicals. 

Burning toxic wastes (includes garbage) 
is not the solution, for pollutants will be 
released into the environment creating 
serious heaJth problems for mankind. Jay 
Marsh, ENSCO's vice president stated 
that the incinerator would run at 99.999 

per cent efficiency. No incinerator can run 
this efficiently for 24 hours, 365 days a 
year. ENSCO's track record has been well 
recorded during the past six months. The 
St. Petersburg Times, February 10/89, 
issue writes about a similar company 
called Marine Snale Processor, which is 
located in Amelia, Louisiana. The track 
record is similar to ENSCO for downwind 
from this plant birth defects have in
creased sharply and fiv_e cases of a rare 
form of cancer have been discovered in 
children. Is this what we want in Eastern 
Ontario? 

The solution therefore must be: 
1. First and foremost stop the ENS1 

proposal. 
2. Stop the production of toxic wastei 

the 4Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle, recove 
do not work. 

3. Change our life style by not usi 
toxic chemicals in our lives. 

ENSCO can be stopped by: 
(a) Supporting and participating 

POWI. Next regular meeting will be he 
on Thursday, April 6, 7:30 p.m. in t 

Maitland Public School gym. (Tl 
meeting is open to everyone.) 

(b) Join POWI, membership fee is � 
send your cheque to POWI, P.O. Box 4 
Maitland, Ontario KOE !PO. 

(c) Communicate your concerns to pc 
ticians, the Minister· of the Environmei 
Mr. Bradley. 

(d) Request a guest speaker from PO' 
to make a presentation to your club 
organization. 

I 

(e) S:..:pport Augusta Township Coun 
but if the negotiations with ENSCO do r 
produce any results on March 31, cc 
vince council to have the third reading 
the bylaw. 

(f) But most important, stay positive l 

we will win this fight. 
Production of toxic chemicals can 

stopped. POWI will present a 15 mim 
video on this subject at the April 
meeting. Lobby your politicians, for th 
can pass laws stopping the production 
toxic wastes. 

Finally, our lifestyles must change 
the use of toxic chemicals. Do not bi 
toxic chemicals for your home. Yo 
garden or your lawn do not need chen 
cals. 

For example your lawn does not need 
be sprayed with 24D (known to most 
Killex) 24D is dangerous to your healt 
especially your children's health. When 
rains, the 24D will end up in our drinki1 
water either in the water table or river v 
a storm sewer. 

It is up to us, each and every one, to n 
only stop ENSCO, but also to stop tl 

production and use of toxic chemicals. 
this was the case we wouldn't have 
worry about toxic waste incinerators. 

Bill Borg 
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ENSCO withdrawal agreement 
amended; re-signing necessary 
By DOUG McCANN 

Staff Writer 

MAYNARD - A withdrawal agreement signed by En
vironmental Systems Company officials is being returned to the 
company's Arkansas headquarters for re-signing. 

Two minor changes have been made to the document, which 
seals ENSCO's withdrawal of plans to build a hazardous waste 
incinerator in Augusta township, Augusta Reeve Ed Coons said 
Tuesday. 

The changes, which were requested by township solicitor 
John Simpson, have been agreed to by ENSCO officials through 
their Toronto lawyers, said Coons. However, the amended 
document must be signed by ENSCO representatives again. 

It will be about three weeks before the document returns to 
Augusta, said Coons. 

"We had the signed document in our hands tonight, but Mr. 
Simpson wants to make sure all the I's are dotted and the T's are 
crossed," said Coons. Both changes requested by the township 
have more to do with wording than content. 

For example, the document. as it now stands, states that 
Robert 'Jay' Marsh. vice-president of business development for 

ENSCO, withdraws his intent to proceed with a hazardous waste 
incinerator in Augusta. The township wants that to read all 
ENSCO representatives, not just Marsh. Marsh was the ENSCO 
official who signed the agreement of sale for 50 acres of Augusta 
industrial park land at $100,000 from the former council Oc
tober 5. 

The changes do not jeopardize ENSCO's agreement to aban
don the plan and return the land in exchange for $60,000, said 
Coons. 

Councillor Ken Forrest, a founder of People Opposed to the 
Waste Incinerator, agrees. 

The pact that will see ENSCO gone is not in peril. said Forrest. 
"It's looking good," he said. 
In the meantime, Coons has still not identified the local 

businessman he says is interested in buying the same land 
ENSCO bought at the same price once ENSCO has relinquishe 
all rights to it. 

The businessman wants to build a dry storage facility on the. 
site. which is on Highway 401 at the Blue Church Road, say�

I Coons. 
First tests will be conducted to determine if there are an 

water seepage problems on the property because good drainage 
is important to the new project, he said. 

' 



Political suicide 
to accept waste 

KINGSTON, Ont. (CP) - A 
federal task force trying to find 
a site for nuclear waste dump 
has been told that municipal 
leaders who accept atomic 
garbage would be comitting 
"political suicide." 

Although more than 100 
Ontario communities express
ed early interest in accepting 
900,000 cubic metres of low
level nuclear waste, few of the 
politicians attending an in
fqrmation meeting Thursday 
were eager to go along with the 
i�ea. 

·Promoting the idea "could 
b� next to political suicide," 
said Coun. Bill Hallett of 
E'Iizabethtown Township, near 
Brockville. 

'He added that  d e spite 
assurances from the - govern
ment, the radioactive waste 
cannot be adequately contain
ed by a proposed $175-million 

waste facility. 
Hallett also said that while 

h e  app r e c i a t e d  t h e  
straightforward manner with 
which task force members 
presented their information, 
"you still have to ask who 
sigi:s their paycheques.'' 

P e t e O n s t e i n ,  
Elizabethtown 's planning 
chairman, dismissed the pro
posal out of hand. 

"I wish them good luck," he 
said, adding that the risks in
volved in transporting nuclear 
waste across the province are 
too high. The waste should be 
left where it is "and they 
should be called national sac
rificial areas," he said. 

The meeting in Kingston -
the second of eight public 
meetings across the province 
- attracted about 30 repre
sentatives of 12 nearby com
munities. 

.. 
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1 Councillor demands action 
to stop ENSCO waste plant 
By DOUG McCANN 

Staff Writer 

MAYNARD - The fallout 
over how to deal with ENSCO 
continued at Augusta 
township council's regular 
meeting here Tuesday night. 

Councillor Ken Forrest open
ly departed from council's 
stand on how to best prevent 
Environmental Systems Com
pany from building a hazard
ous waste incinerator near 
Maitland. 

Council's negotiations with 
New Environmental Inc., 
ENSCO's Canadian arm, have 
been unsuccessful and should 
be abandoned, Forrest, reading 
from a prepared statement, 
told council and about 40 on
lookers. 

Forrest. a founder of People 
Opposed to the Waste In
cinerator (POWI), the citizens' 
coalition that helped elect the 
new council, advocates third 
and final reading of a bylaw 
revoking the former council's 
land sale to ENSCO. 

Council introduced the 
bylaw in January, but delayed 
its passage in favor of 
negotiating some sort of set
tlement for ENSCO to tear up 
its sale agreement and drop its 
incinerator plans for Augusta. 

Passing the bylaw might 
prompt ENSCO to launch cost
ly litigation and rule out a 
peaceful end to the issue, 
township solicitor John Simp-

KEN FORREST 

son has warned council. 

If negotiations with ENSCO 
were going to accomplish 
anything, they would have 
concluded by now, Forrest 
said. 

"I strongly recommend third 
reading of the bylaw and let 
the chips fall where they 
may,'· said Forrest. 

An ENSCO lawsuit might be 
a blessing in disguise, he add
ed. 

"If we go to court, we may 
finally find out some answers 
to this whole thing that we 
have not been able to get any 
other way," he said. 

Apathy appears to be setting 
in, possibly as a result of what 
is perceived as inaction on the 

part of the new Augusta coun
cil, he said. 

Forrest lashed out at the 
absence of any member of 
Prescott council at a recent 
public information meeting 
sponsored by POWI at South 
Grenville District High School 
in Prescott. He wondered if the 
lack of representation signifies 
the town's apathy toward what 
he calls the ENSCO threat. 

Discussions with ·the 
Ministry of Environment have 
indicated the township is on its 
own in its battle against 
ENSCO, said Forrest. 

The rest of council stands by 
its current plan of action. 

Councillor Joe Smallegange 
and Deputy Reeve Adrian Van 
Schie agreed with Councillor 
Donald Biccum's contention 
that council has received 
sound legal advice and is pro
per in following it. 

Reeve Ed Coons said Simp
son has conferred with a top 
Toronto law firm and that 
POWI has received similar 
legal advice from its own 
sources. 

Andrew Gransden, chairman 
of POWI's legal committee 
asked council what it could 
possibly negotiate with 
ENSCO. 

"To get rid of ENSCO," Van 
Schie replied. 

"What has the township got 
to give? There has to be a car
rot and a stick,'' Gransden 
said. 

"I strongly 
recommend third 
reading of the 
bylaw and let the 
chips fall where 
they �ay," said 
Forrest. 

"ENSCO has not stated what 
it will take to leave and we 
don't know what we're 
prepared to give because we 
haven't been told what they 
want," said Van Schie. 

POWI and Forrest were not 
the only critics to challenge 
council's tactics Tuesday. 

Anthony Wright, a Blue 
Church Road resident who 
lives about a mile from the 
proposed incinerator site, said 
he is disturbed by council's 
inactivity. 

"Real estate is dead here," 
said Wrig!it, who blames non
resolution of the ENSCO issue. 

"I have my house up for 
sale, but my agent says he 
can't even show a house near 
Maitland," Wright complained 
to council. 

The Ministry of Environment 
has been surprisingly up-front 
with council in recent weeks, 
said Van Schie. 

"I think there is help there 
for us. We're just waiting," 
said the deputy reeve. 

.. 
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ENSCO official tries to allay 
school board's fear about plant 

MAYNARD (Staff) - There is 
little cause for all the concern 
once Environmental Systems 
Company's (ENSCO) hazard
ous waste incinerator plan is 
put into proper perspective, 
assures a company 
spokesman. 

Contingency plans would be 
in place in the event of any ac
cidents at or in transit to the 
proposed Maitland area in
cinerator, Tom Meredith, pres
ident of New Environmental 
Inc., ENSCO's Canadian 
counterpart, states in a letter 
to Robert Flood, chairman of 
the Leeds and Grenville Coun
ty Board of Education. 

Meredith's February 17 let
ter responds to concerns ex
pressed by Flood in a previous 
letter to New Environmental. 
Copies of Meredith's letter 
were sent to Augusta 
Township, the Ministry of En
vironment in Kingston and 

Leeds-Grenville MPP Bob 
Runciman. 

Meredith attempted to allay 
fears of hazardous waste spills 
in transit to the proposed site. 

All wastes would enter the 
site directly from Highway 401 

via a new interchange to be 
built at the Blue Church Road, 
said Meredith. 

"No wastes will be transpor
ted on local roads," he stated. 

Hazardous wastes represent 
only about two per cent of the 
total volume of hazardous ma
terial shipped on public roads, 
he added. 

"If people are concerned 
about shipment of wastes, they 
should be far more concerned 
about the shipment of hazard
ous goods,'' he wrote. 

"Gasoline is an example of 

potentially one of the most 
dangerous goods and is ship
ped in large quantities," 
Meredith's letter states. 

The proposed waste in
cinerator would receive two or 
three truckloads of waste per 
day, he said. 

Meredith also addressed 
public fears of health risks 
from plant air emissions. 

"Some people make allega
tions that the air emissions 
pose serious health risks, 
thereby creating fear in the 
minds of the general com
munity," he wrote. 

All air emissions contain 
pollutants, he added. 

"When one compares 
ENSCO's air emissions to other 
plants which can be found in 
many communities, ENSCO's 

emissions usually contain less 
pollutants. 

"Air emissions for our in
dustry are more stringent than 
for most others and we meet 
the standards," Meredith 
stated. 

"At a plant in the USA 
operated by ENSCO, there 
have been several health 
studies performed. The studies 
did not identify health effects 
attributable to ENSCO," 
Meredith's letter adds. 

"When the entire issue is 
placed in its proper perspective 
and people know the facts and 
have the means to compare 
those facts, relative to other 
industries, transportation and 
associated risks, they will find 
there is little reason for all the 
concern," the letter concludes. 
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ENSCO fight needs patience 
The world of practical 

politics moves too slowly for 
Ken Forrest. 

As the rookie councillor 
sees it, Augusta residents 
have stated quite clearly 
they don't want an in
cinerator burning hazard
o u s  w a s t e s  i n  t h e i r  
township. 

T h e r e f o r e ,  A r k a n s a s 
b a s e d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Systems Company (ENSCO) 
should take its blueprints 
and go home - or at least 
someplace else. · 

Failing that, Augusta's 
elected officials owe it to the 
people who elected them to 
tear up the deal penned by 
ENSCO and the previous 
council, Forrest argued this 
week. 

Simple enough. 
Unfortunately, such an 

approach isn't likely to send 
ENSCO packing or reduce 
the potential liability for the 
township if its officials are 
found to have been acting 
in bad faith. 

There's still the matter of 
the agreement signed last 
October by officials from 
ENSCO's Canadian com
pany, New Environmental 
Inc.. and the duly-elected 
township councillors. 

The citizenry showed its 
outrage clearly a month 
l a t e r  w h e n  t h e  w h o l e  
Augusta council was sent 
packing and replaced by the 
POWI gang, the slate en
dorsed by the People Op
p o s e d  t o  Wa s t e  I n 
cinerators. 

Indeed, Forrest was a 
founder of POWI and the 
ENSCO deal was the focus 
of his election campaign as 
it was for most of the other 
candidates. The commit
ment was made to get rid of 
ENSCO, quickly and neatly. 

While only three months 
have passed since the new 
council took office, Forrest 
figures enough time has 
gone into talking. He now 
wants to scrap the legal 
niceties and get the bylaw 
passed to confirm ENSCO's 
ouster. 

"I strongly recommend 
third reading of the bylaw. 
and let the chips fall where 

Doug Coward 

they may," Forrest told 
council this week. 

Forcing ENSCO's hand 
may produce more details 
about the deal, he argued. 

"If we go to court, we 
may finally find out some 
answers to this whole thing 
that we have not been able 
to get any other way,'' said 
Forrest. 

That approach could cost 
the township a lot of money 
for what amounts to little 
more than a "fishing ex
pedition." 

Forrest hasn't explained 
what revelations he expects 
from a head-on legal battle 
with ENSCO, or how such 
an approach will convince 
the company to abandon its 
proposal. 

And ENSCO officials have 
made it clear they aren't 
about to shy away from a 
protracted legal scrap. In 
fact, the company probably 
has a pretty close estimate 
of its legal costs in this type 
of venture ... just another 
fact of life for an industry 
that rarely finds the wel
come mat out when it ar
rives in town. 

Which leaves Augusta 
with two very clear choices 
- talk or fight. 

The majority of coun
cillors have wisely decided 
that the best way of getting 
ENSCO to leave is to make 
it worth the company's 
while to pack up and go. 

It comes down to bargain- . 
ing and deals and most of 
Augusta's councillors figure 
an amicable settlement 
could save money in the 
long run. There's no gov
ernment help; Ministry of 
Environment officials made 
it clear they will not in
tervene until the normal 
environmental assessment 
review stage. 

Both sides began diEjCUS-

sions a couple of months 
ago with the assistance of 
Leeds-Grenville MPP Bob 
Runciman and the advice 
from the township solicitor, 
Jo h n  S i m p s o n ,  i s  t o  
postpone passage of the 
b y l a w  th a t  w o u l d  p u t  
Augusta and ENSCO into a 
direct confrontation. 

"ENSCO has not stated 
what it will take to leave 
and we don't know what 
we're prepared to give be
cause we haven't been told 
what they want," said 
Deputy Reeve Adrian Van 
Schie in explaining coun
cil's position. 

In other words, there's 
lots of hard bargaining 
ahead and people shouldn't 
expect a quick fix. 

None of the councillors 
will say it, but the township 
could be facing months or 
even years of talks with 
ENSCO in the hope of con
vincing the company to 
l e a v e  A u g u s t a .  T h e  
township will tum to the 
courts as a last resort, if it 
can find no other way to 
block the incinerator. 

That may be too slow a 
pace for Forrest and POWI 
members, who contend 
they are watching their 
property values drop and 
their peace of mind vanish 
with the prospect of a haz
ardous waste plant in their 
midst. 

But they haven't shown 
that their way - an im
mediate court battle - will 
move things along more 
q u i c k l y  o r  c o s t  t h e  
township less. 

And there are a couple of 
critical questions that must 
be addressed by Forrest and 
POWI: 

What guarantee is there 
that Augusta will win in 
court, and what alternative 
is left if it loses? 
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r oo ing for alternative 
to waste incinerators 
Those who attended the 

POWI meeting last week and 
heard John Jackson's talk on 
toxic waste incineration in On
tario came away more deter
mined than ever to prevent 
permanent toxic waste in
cinerators being built and to 
s u pp o r t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
methods: reduction, reclama
tion arid recycling (the 3 Rs), 
backed up by mobile in
cinerators on site where nec
essary. 

POWI Promotions will meet 
again on Thursday February 
23 and I would welcome sug
gestions for promoting our 
cause from anyone. Phone me 
at 925-4031. 

POWI is dedicated to clean
ing up our toxic waste by the 
safest means available and in-

uring that it does not build 
up. Many at the meeting joined 
our ranks and we hope those 
who were unable to attend will 
loin by sending $5 to POWI, 
rost Box 425, Maitland, Ont. 
KOE lPO. We will mail your 

embership card and a POWI 
mtton. 

June Allen 

·Augusta's ice stonn bill ��rfa·f 

is $ 186,0QQ, VanSchie say� , 
AL.!. ... �.,.r.... ' wVP. lf£�A;{'t � 

MAYNARD (Staff) - Battling last month's The services of volunteer firefighters. the � I 

ice storm cost Augusta township about co.re volunteer group aiding residents during &._ $186,000, says Reeve Adrian VanSchie. the storm, cost taxpayers $35.000 in salaries. � -
The township has listed that sum in a The shelter in Roebuck added $3.500 to 

disaster relief claim to be filed with the prov- the bill. 
ince. The tally includes $61,000 in damage 
costs covered last month through interim 
funding from the Harris government, meaning 
the township is actually out of pocket 
$125,000. 

'Tm hoping we can get it all back from the 
province," VanSchie said. 

The largest bill came from emergency relief 
cheques issued by the township. The pro
gram, which distributed $100 cheques to 
needy residents, cost $84,700. 

Other expenses included the cost of renting-.._,. :--....:, 
generators and hiring electricians to help resi- �\\ � _ 

dents with tasks such as pumping out base-

ments, and gas vouchers for volunteers per-

forming door-to-door checks. "'"' 

The tally does not include a $6,000 bill for � 
the shelter at Grenville Christian College. The� 
facility was operated jointly with the city of � 
Brockville. Details on cost-sharing have not 
been determined. 
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�NSCO'S plan too far along 
to stop before review: MOE 

By DOUG McCANN 

Staff Writer 

The hazardous waste in
cinerator planned for Augusta 
township is already too far 
along for the Ministry of En
vironment to pull the plug, 
MOE officials told People Op
posed to the Waste Incinerator 
(POW!) at a meeting in Toronto 
Monday. 

The course was set when 
Augusta's former council sold 
l a n d  t o  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Systems Company (ENSCO) of 
Arkansas October 5, the MOE 
told a POWI delegation durng a 
90-minute meeting at the 
MOE's headquarters. 

A series of Environmental 
Assessment Board hearings 
cannot be avoided, if ENSCO 
applies for a hazardous waste 
incinerator operating permit, 
said the MOE. There is no pro
vision in the Environmental 
Assessment Act for MOE in
volvement until ENSCO ap
plies for a permit, which it has 

not yet done. The company 
has 18 months from the Oc
tober 5 sale to apply. 

POWI members Bill Borger, 
Pauline R o b e r t s ,  Andrew 
Gransden and Gunter Haase 
met with Gary Gallon and 
Peter Rupcic, assistants to En
v i r o n m e n t  M i n i s t e r  Ji m 
Bradley, in an information 
session that confirmed ENSCO 
holds all the cards. 

T h e  M O E  c a n n o t  h e l p  
POWI's plight in any way, 
Borger said after the meeting. 

The ministry cannot step in 
until ENSCO applies for a 
permit and, even then, its role 
will be limited to ensuring the 
playing field is level by enforc
ing the Environmental Protec
tion Act to its fullest, said 
Gallon and Rupcic. 

They denied any MOE deal 
with ENSCO, verbal or other
wise. The hearings will have to 
be held, if ENSCO wants them. 
ENSCO's last publicly stated 
position was that it wants to 
prove the Maitland area site is 
suitable for a hazardous waste 

incinerator. 
"There is no political loop

hole in the environmental 
assessment process to stop 
this. The process started the 
day the land was sold," said 
Borger. 

ENSCO does not have to 
submit to a costly site selection 
process like the Ontario Waste 
Management Corporation did 
in the West Lincoln Township 
proposal near St. Catherines 
because it already owns the 
Augusta site and it is a private 
company, the MOE told POWI. 

Because of its special in
dustrial zoning, the Maitland 
site is the only one between 
Oshawa and Cornwall that is 
suitable for a hazardous waste 
incinerator, said the MOE. 

However, the MOE officials 
favor the OWMC's proposal for 
West Lincolin over ENSCO's 
plan for Augusta, said Borger. 

The MOE is convinced a 
hazardous waste incinerator is 
needed somewhere in Ontario, 
he added. 

The Environmental Protec-

tion Agency, which woul� 
preside over environmental 
impact hearings, would con_ll 
sider public opinion from 
throughout the province, notl 
just opposition from Augusta! 
a n d  n e i g h b o r i n g: 
municipalities, the MOE toldl 
POWI. I If the rest of Ontario feels 
Augusta is the best place forl1 

the incinerator, that would 
overrule the opposition of thel 
local population, said the MOE. I 

None of the MOE news was 
good, but POWI now knows1 

where it stands, said Borger. 
"W e h a v e  t o  d o  o u r  

homework on the demands 
and conditions of the land sale 
deal and on the entire en
vironmental impact hearing 
process. We will fight this in
cinerator tooth and nail. The 
MOE was told that,'' he said. 

"The bottom line is that the 
whole thing has already gone 
too far to avoid the hearings, if 
ENSCO wants to push it that 
far,'' Borger added. 



Slowing down the Slowpoke 
Nuclear Awareness Project, 

our citizens' group based in 
Oshawa, joins with the people 
of Quebec who have suc
cessfully worked for the 
cancellation of Atomic Energy 
of Canada Limited's plan to 
install a Slowpoke nuclear 
reactor at the University of 
Sherbrooke teaching hospital. 
L a t e  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  t h e  
hospital's Board of Directors 
decided to refuse this un
popular project. The campaign 
against the reactor was led by 
Coalition CHUS (Continue 
Hydro - not Uranium for our 
Safety), and supported by en
vironmental and peace groups, 
as well as a local hospital 
employees union. 

The proposed 10-megawatt 
Slowpoke was to come with a 
seven-million dollar price tag. 
The environmental cost would 
have been the creation of one 
tonne of high-level radioactive 
waste every six years! Why 
would AECL be allowed by our 
government - in a hospital (of 
all places!) - to produce haz
ardous nuclear waste for 
which there is no satisfactory· 

method of storge or disposal? 
And why would AECL be 
permitted - by an atomic 
"regulatory" agency - to ex
p o s e  p r e g n a n t  w ome n ,  
children, and sick people to the 
inherent risks of a nuclear 
reactor, when AECL forbids 
pregnant women and children 
from touring its nuclear 
research facility at Pinawa, 
Manitoba? 

In 1979, Physicians for 
Social Responsibility called for 
a moratorium on the construc
tion of nuclear power plants, in 
an announcement in the New 
England Journal of Medicine. 
Part of their message reads, 
"This is not just another form 
of pollution, but one which will 
cause cancer and birth defects 
for our children and our 
children's children." 

Although the nuclear reactor 
cancellation is good news for 
the people of Sherbrooke, all is 
not well for those in Peter
borough, Ontario, who are 
concerned about nuclear pro
liferation. An AECL official is 
reported to have said that the 

next community on their trv
out list is Peterborough, where 
it could be housed at the Gen
eral Electric plant. 

Why does the government 
subsidize to the tune of $400 
million a year an industry 
which has not sold a nuclear 
reactor in the past 10 years? 
AECL is pushing Slowpoke 
reactors and food irradiators 
for the good of their own 
health - not ours. It needs a 
full-sized operating prototype 
to show off to potential foreign 
buyers. 

We would strongly e n
courage people who are op
posed to the creation of more 
nuclear waste, to join citizens' 
group such as ours, or their 
own local ones. These hazard
ous nuclear projects are 
everybody's business: They 
are supported with tax dollars 
by a Crown corporation that is 
supposedly answerable to the 
public. 

Anne Hansen 
Irene Kock 

Nuclear Awareness Project 
Oshawa 
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POWI finally gets meeting 
with environment officials 

By DOUG McCANN 

Staff Writer 

MAITLAND - A citizens' 
coalition battling a hazardous 
waste proposal here has finally 
secured a meeting with top 
Ministry of Environment of
ficials in Toronto. 

People Opposed to the Waste 
Incinerator (POWI) will meet 
with advisers to Environment 
Minister Jim Bradley in Tor
onto February 27, POWI orga
nizer Bill Borger said Sunday. 

"That's as close as we can 
get to Bradley," Borger said of 
his unsuccessful attempts to 
arrange a meeting with the 
environment minister. 

POWI has been trying to 
meet with Bradley since its 
formation after the former 
Augusta township council sold 
land to Environmental 
Systems Company (ENSCO) of 
Arkansas October 5. 

POWI, composed of local cit
izen volunteers, alleges that 
the MOE gave an unofficial 
green light to ENSCO's in
cinerator plan during a 

?'eeting with the company last 

July, almost three months be
fore the company bought its 
50-acre site near Maitland. 

POWI. which ousted the 
former council by making the 
November municipal election a 
referendum on the issue, will 
tell the MOE to quash 
ENSCO's aspirations now, said 
Borger. 

Augusta residents have used 
their power at the polls to 
signify they are unwilling to 
foot the cost of expensive en
vironmental hearings because 
their outcome is a foregone 
conclusion, said Borger. 

"The people don't want 
ENSCO. The new council 
doesn't want ENSCO. Is the 
provincial government going 
to force it on us?" he asked. 

POWI will unveil some of the 
points it will make at its MOE 
meeting during its public 
forum tonight at South Gren
ville District High School in 
Prescott. 

John Jackson, co-author of 
the · book, Chemical 
Nightmare: The Unnecessary 
Legacy of Toxic Waste, is the 
guest speaker of the meeting, 
which begins at 7 :30 p.m . 

Jackson is a member of the 
Ontario Toxic Waste Research 
Coalition, a network of eight 
individual environmental ac
tivist groups that are fighting 
waste incinerators across the 
province. 

Jackson will argue that, if all 
companies followed the lead of 
Du Pont, which recycles much 
of its own waste, there would 
be no need for toxic in
cinerators, said Borger. 
Jackson is a staunch opponent 
of the Ontario Waste Manage
ment Corporation, which has 
spent millions of dollars in 
narrowing a toxic waste in
cinerator site down to West 
Lincoln Township near St. 
Catharines. 

POWI's first newsletter will 
be distributed during the 
meeting. The group will also 
advise supporters of its plans 
to join Environmental Action, 
a network of individual en
vironmental coalitions which 
communicate with each other 
via computers. 

"Augusta and West Lincolin 
are not the only issues. We 
don't want toxic waste in
cinerators anywhere in the 
province," said Borger. 

Members of Prescott and 
Brockville councils have been 
invited to tonight's meeting. 
Augusta Councillor Ken For
rest will represent his council 
at the meeting. 
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report and recommendations 
to Health Minister Elino. 
Caplan last year. 

The Liberal government an
nounced in late 1987 that 
community -mental health 
funding would be slowly in
creased from about $70 mil
lion to $130 million in the 
1991 provincial budget. 

Graham's committee was to 
develop a system of delivering 
community mental health 
services for urban, rural and 
remote areas, but Graham said 
that couldn't be done "for the 
same reason we can't have a 
common voice in Canada." 

There's an area between 
Thunder Bay and Hudson's 
Bay that's as big as France, 
with a population of 12,000 
people who speak Cree. 

"They don't speak French 
and many of them don't speak 
English," and there aren't any 
psychiatrists who speak their 
language. 

And there are about 600,000 
people in the province who 
have impaired hearing, so 
statistically some of them 
must be schizophrenic, "but 
how many psychiatrists speak 
sign language?" 

It will be up to individual 
communities and individual 
areas to decide where their 
biggest concerns are and then 
address them, he said. 

T h e  19 w i d e - r a n g i n g  
recommendations contained in 
the Graham report point to a 
stronger role for district health 
councils in the near future, as 
well as placing responsibility 

Meeting with a mons 
Jordan Best, 4, shows no 1 
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Royal Ottawa - should work 
closely together rather than 
competing. Graham added. 

"Each of them claims the 
other's territory." 

Most of the mental health 
funding goes to institutions. 
and there will likely be a 
period where community 
groups increase their share of 
the pie. 

"There will always be in
stitutions, and they will always 
have a role to play." 

The long-term plan is that by 
1995, the institutions will have 
integrated their plans with the 
community. 

He reminded the audience 
that psychiatric hospitals are 
actually part of the surroun
ding communities. 

M e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r a i n i n g  
should be more accessible, and 

pressure. 
''M o s t  p o l i t i c i a n s  

lawyers. and I'm not 
that unkindly.'' but c 
members rely on the civ 
vice. 

The Liberal governme 
performing crisis ma 
ment" in the field of h 
and Caplan's "hands ar 
by a shortage of money 
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Br o c k v i l l e  Ps y c h i  

H o spi t a l  u n i o n  p r e s i  
Henry Brugma and a gro 
union members met M 
with Leeds-Grenville MP 
Runciman to express con 
about a government pro 
to increase pension con 
tions from members of th 
tario Public Service Empl 
Union. 

At the annual conventi 
Toronto earlier this 
OPSEU continued its o 
tion to the increase and 
cized the government fo 
way the pension fund i 
ministered. 

The union is determin 
ensure that "one per 


