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Victoria United plans for its 125th 
Special to The Journal 

MAYNARD - Victoria United 
Church, Maynard, is marking its 125th 
anniversary with a series of events 
throughout the year 1984. 

Display cases are now in place in 
the auditorium, arranged by Bev 
Falkenberg and Carol Potter, with 
changes to be made periodically with 
variation in theme. Featured at pre
sent are . wedding photos and 
chinaware used by women's groups as 
they catere-d to meals in the church 
parlours. 

The first of a series of true tales of 
events in the life of the congregation 
will be on Sun., Feb. 5, 11: 15am, as 
part of the regular service of worship. 
Entitled "In the Beginning", it will 
relate the story of the earliest days of 
Methodism in Maynard, which began 
with the settlers who came in 1784, 
among them the famed Barbara 
Heck, whose home was on the adjoin
ing lot. 

Victoria United, a large brick 
structure, Concession 3 in Augusta 
Township, was erected 1859, to 
replace two smaller buildings, one a 

Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, built 1818 
on the site of the present Soldier's 
Memorial Monument at Maynard 
Cemetery, the other a small stone 
structure, Methodist Episcopal, on the 
site of the present church, built 
around 1809. 

When union of these two 
denominations was effected, the chur
ches here also entered union, 
somewhat reluctantly, it is said. The 
new church was deemed much too 
large by many critics, and gained the 
dubious name of "Old Elephant". It is 
hoped that these informal talks will 
prove interesting and informative as 
they come the first Sunday in ea(!h 
month, designated Family Sunday. 

The doors from the earlier stone 
church will be in the sanctuary on 
Sunday, having recently been given 
by Bill Fretwell from tpe Fretwell 
barn where th.ey have been stored for 
125 years. It is hoped in the future to 
incorporate them into the church fur
nishing permanently in some form. 

During the year, there will be 
special services and events to be an
nounced later. Souvenir trivets and 

hasti-notes ordered by the Anniver
sary Committee, and mugs and tiles 
by the United Church Women, will be 
available for sale, as will an Anniver
sary Cookbook being compiled by 
Irene Conklin and committee. 

A resume of the history of the 
church is being compiled and will be 
for sale. Although there is no resident 
minister at present, student minister 
Claude Delorme having left in 
September, the pulpit is being filled 
each Sunday by retired ministers or 
others unassigned, arrangements be
ing made by Dale Conlin and Ross 
Smith. 

The Anniversary Committee, 
under Chairman Carol Potter, with 
Eddie Byers, Lawrence Walker, Dale 
Conlin, Irene Conklin, Bev 
Falkenberg, Joyce Jones, Goldie Con
nell and Egbert Fretwell, is carrying 
out extensive plans to mark this glad 
occasion. 

An invitation is extended to 
anyone interested in this congregation 
to join any of the services or events, 
and to contribute memorabilia to the 
showcases. 
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Rev. Janet Evans (second from left) was in
ducted Sunday evening as minister for Vic
toria United and South Augusta United Chur
ches during a special ceremony held at the 
Maynard church. On hand for the event were 
Rev. Ian McAvoy (left), chairman of the 
Seaway Valley Presbytery, and Reverands 
William and Frances Hare (right), who joint
ly care for the South Mountain and Hallville 
charge. The Hare's offered the sermon dur
ing Sunday's ceremony. Rev. Evans, 
originally from Toronto, has been at the Vic
toria United-South Augusta charge since July 

1. Last summer, Rev. Evans worked with the 
Hare's in their South Mountain-Hallville 
charge. She is a graduate of Emanuel College 
in Toronto, and says she enjoys the rural 
area. People in her charge have been warm 
and accepting, she says, but adds some think 
it's strange that she jogs 10 miles a week. 
Rev. Evans is interested in sports and music, 
and last year she sang in Toronto's Islington 
United Chuch Choir. Many of Rev. Evans' 
friends and her parents attended Sunday's 
service. She is the third female minister in 
the Seaway Valley Presbytery of the United 
Church. 



Victoria UC celebrates 125th 
Special to The Journal 

MAYNARD - Family Day was 
marked at Victoria United Church, 
Maynard, Sunday, as the 125th an
niversary celebrations continue 
there. 

Rev. John Cook was in the pulpit, 
returning after an interval of some 20 
years. Worshippers were welcomed 
within the doors which were part of 
the original church, built in the very 
early 1800's on the same site, by 
members of the committee in period 
costume. Ladies were directed to sit 
on the right, gentlemen on the left, as 
was the custom long ago. Children 
from the Sunday School had a special 
place at the front. 

"Hanna", in the person of Pat 
Levere, appeared again, 
representing a member of the long
ago congregation, and presented 
awards to those who had won in the 
poetry and song competitions. 

The committee of judges, along 
with Pat, Barbara Hough and Shirley 
Harrison, chose from the many 
entries, the po�m written by Goldie 
Connell entitled "Tribute for 125th 
Anniversary" for first place in the 
adult section, that of Jennifer 
Connell for the youth, and a mother 
and daughter combination, Corinne 
and Kerry lea Murdock, in the special 
for children. 

In the song competition, the 
winners were Sylvia Porter and 
Hilda Conklin. Suitable prizes were 
presented to the winners from the 
choir and the Sunday School and 
Youth Funds. One of the winning 
songs was sung as a solo by Carol 
Polite, the other by the congregation. 
Old time hymns were used 
throughout, both for the choir and the 
people, and were much enjoyed. 

In his address, Rev. Cook 
thanked the congregation for the 
opportunity to be with them, both for 
himself and for his wife, Joanne, and 
recalled incidents which were 

memorable during his stay in 
Augusta from 1961-66. 

He related some of the events in 
their lives since leaving, he enlisted 
in the Canadian Armed Forces and 
was posted to Shilo, Manitoba, then 
to West Germany for three years, to 
Gagetown, NB for four years, three 
years at Cornwallis, N.S., a year in 
Prince Edward Island, then to Cold 
Lake, Alberta for four years, and 
back to Nova Scotia, Shearwater 
Base, and now to Halifax where they 
will be making their home. During 
that time, he spent six months in 
Cyprus, and has just now returned 
from six months in Israel with the 
Armed Forces. 

Their' three children, who were 
very young when here, Heather, 
Linda and John, are now grown, a.nd 
they have two grandchildren to bring 
them happiness. 

He thanked the people for their 
interest and prayers on behalf of him 

·and his family, and said that he is 
convinced that it was prayer that had 
brought him to know Jesus per
sonally. For all who receive Him in 
their hearts, Jesus makes the dif
ference, bringing calm and peace. To 
achieve this goal, one must say 
"Lord, if you will have me, here I 
am", and it will make the difference 
in your life, he said. 

The church was decorated with 
wildflowers, yellow daylilies and 
irises by Joyce Jones. Eddie Byers 
and Ross Smith received the of
fering. The history book of the 
church, compiled by Goldie Connell, 
was on display as was the 
autographed quilt made by the WMS 
in the 1930's, which has been 
returned by its owner, Mrs. Allison 
Dempsey, Guelph, a former member 
of the congregation. 

A picnic lunch was served by the 
Sunday School leaders on the 
grounds, and all took advantage of 
the opportunity to converse with 

Rev. and Mrs. Cook, to reminisce, 
and to enjoy the fellowship. 

On behalf of the congregation, 
Pearl Byers made a presentation to 
the honored guests and many pic
tures were taken. All had a chance to 
tour the manse, which is being 
readied for the new resident 
minister, Rev. Janet Evans, who will 
be assuming duties on the Augusta 
Charge July 1. 

Betty Smith, Sunday School 
Superintendent awarded prizes to a 
number of the children, then games 
and sports followed on the lawn while 
visiting continued, to make this a 
truly memorable day for the large 
number who came to share in it. 

Tribute for a 125th Anniversary 

Regal she stands at the side of the 

road, 

Named for the Queen of her day - Vic

toria. 

Proud evidence of faith and loyalty; 

Faith in God, and loyalty to Queen. 

The hardy souls who built her came 

from British stock, 
Through trial and tribulation, 

Their families had come to this far 

land 
Seeking freedom and peace, 

For themselves and for their children. 

They met for worship first in homes, 

And, as the settlement grew, in a barn 

loft. 
Proud the day they dedicated their 
first House of Worship, 

On this site, of stone, small and neat. 

By the mid-fifties the need for space 

became a demand, 
And the new edifice rose on the 
stones from the old, 

Great was the rejoicing at the dedica

tion, December 18, 1859. 

Since that time, others have carried 

the torch, 
Renovating, improving, modernizing, 

Nurturing faith in God and love of 
country. 

Caring and sharing, through good 

years and lean, 
A symbol of love to all who pass, 

Her steeple rising sharply to the sky. 

Now, looking to the future, 

Even as we honour the past, 

Long may she stand, and serve her 

people well! 



TRIBUTE FOR THE 125th ANNIVERSARY 

Regal she stands at the side of the road, 
Named for the queen of her day - Victoria. 
Proud evidence of faith and loyalty! 
Faith in God, and loyalty to Queen. 
The hardy souls who built her came from British stock. 
Through trial and tribulation, 
Their families had come to this far land 
Seeking freedom and peace, for themselves and for their children. 

They met for worship first in homes, 
And, as the settlement grew, in a barn loft. 
Proud the day they dedicated their first.�ouse of Worship, 
On this site, of stone, small and neat. 
By the mid-fifties the need for space became a demand, 
And the new edifice rose on the stones from the old. 
Great was the rejoicing at the dedication, December 28, 1859. 

Since that time, others have carried the torch, 
Renovating, improving, modernizing, 
Nurturing faith in God and love of country. 
Caring and sharing, through good years and lean, 
A symbol of love to all who pass, 
Her steeple rising sharply to the sky. 

Now, looking to the future, 
Even as we honour the past, 
Long may she stand, and serve her people well! 

-Adult division award to 

Mrs. Bruce (Goldie Perrin) Connell. 
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AWARD WINNERS IN THE ANNIVERSARY WRITING COMPETITION 

THE MAYNARD UNITED CHURCH 

The Maynard United Church is a place where people go 
On Sunday morning, whether in rain or snow. 

And it has seen both laughter and tears 
It has seen people grow from young to old; 
It has had people both good and bold. 

There are big dinners, they work hard to look after you. 
Sunday School is taught down below 
While adults sing and pray upstairs. 

In the summer they have picnics that are fun; 
And in winter their Christmas pageants are Number One. 

So, can't you see, the Maynard United Church is the place to )e. 

ODE TO VICTORIA UNITED CHURCH 

The years have slowly slipped away 
Each year bringing about something new. 
My church has given me so many memories 
While others are given so few. 

Jennifer Connell (age 16) 

Although Victoria has changed in appearance 
Her spirit shines like a beacon 
To each and every member who attends 
That spirit shall never weaken. 

The bright red brick stands as a reminder 
For all the years long past. 
And the echoing chimes of the Sunday bells 
Bring memories that will forever last. 

No matter what obstacles are in my life 
I'll always remember what I have said: 
Whichis - I am very proud of my· church 
Because my church is called 

MAYNARD, VICTORIA UNITED CHURCH. 

Kerrylea Murdock and her mother 
Mrs. Edward (Corinne) Mi.!rdock 
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HYMN FOR CCTORl UNITED 

God gave us our dear Victoria 
In e i.e;hteen fifty-nine 
He has guided us in worship 
Through the endless years of time 
Through a century and a quarter 
We have entered throuth her door 
From eighteen fifty-nine 
To nineteen eighty-four. 

Our fore fathers toiled undaunted 
To errect our worship house 
For the coming generations 
To confess by word and mouth 
God gave us his love and triumph 
Over every trial we met 
He'll be witll us now and ever 
If our prayers we ne•re forget. 

We must never ever falter 
In God's work we have to do 
Help our children to adore him 
And to kee Victoria true 
Through out all our anniv�rsaries 
In all the years to come 
Stand to get lier faithful servants 
And o11r Lord will say well done. 

"HAPPY ANNIVERSARY VICTORIA" 

Light the Birthday Candles 
For this Happy time 

'Tis our church's Birthday 
It is fours and mine. 
Let us all together 
Rejoice within thes e walls, 
Let us heed the Master 
And liste n to His call. 

CHORUS 

2) 

Keep the Faith "Oh Christians". 
Come on b ended knee. 
Ask your God for pardon, 
Bless this church we plead. 

Keep your Bibles open 
Try to follow His word 
Let us show tllat "Love" 
Is mightier than the sword. 
Reach out to the lost ones 
Bring them to the fold. 
With the help of our Shepherd 
We can do works untold. 

CHORUS 

-Mrs. Keith (Sylvia) 
Porter 

Tune: All the way m 
Saviour leads � 

./ 

-Mrs. Carol Polite 
soloist 

. ' 
' 

Mrs/ James (Hilda) 
Conklin 

Tune: Onward Christian 
Soldiers 

-congregation sang 

-



I am so glad tha our Fatler in heaven 
Tells of His love in the book He has given; 
Wonderful things in the Bible I see; 
This is the dearest, that Jesus loves me. 

CHORUS 
Iam so glad that Jesus loves me, 
Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me, 
I am so glad that Jesus loves me, 
Jesus l·oves even me. 

Though I forget Him, and wander away, 
Still He doth love me wl1erever I stray; 
Back to His dear loving arms do I flee, 
When I remember that Jesus loves me. 

CHORUS 

0 if there's only one song I can sing, 
When in His beauty I see the great King, , 
This shall my song in eternity be, 
'o what a wonder that Jesus loves me.' 

CHORUS 
; 

-----------------------------------------�-------------�---------

I am Thine 0 Lord; 
I have heard Thy voice, 
And it told Thy love to me; 
But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 
And be closer drawn to Thee. 

CHORU S 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed L?rd, 
To the.Cross where Thou hast died; 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 
To Thy precious bleeding side. 

Consecrate me now 
to Thy service, Lord. 
By the power of grace divine; 
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, 
And my will be lost in Thine. 

CHORUS 
0 the pure delight 
of a single hour 
That before Thy throne I spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my·God, 
I commune as friend with friend. 

CHORUS 
. 

There are depths of love 
tl�at I cannot know 
Till I cross the narrow sea; 
There are heights of joy that I may not reach 
Till I rest in peace with Thee. 

CHORUS 



I Love to tell the story 
Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus aid His glory 
Of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story, 
Because I know it's true; 
It satisfies my longings 
As nothing else would do. 

REFRAIN 

I love to tell the story; 
•Twill be my theme in glory 
'.fo tell the old, old story 
Of Jesus and His love. 

I love to tell the story: 
More wonderful it seems 
Than all the golden fancies 
Of all our golden dreams. 
I love to tell the story: 
It did so much for me: 
And that is just the reason 
I tell it now to thee. 

REFRAIN 

I love to tell the story , 
'Tis pleasant to repeat 
What seems, each time I tell it, 
More wonderfull� sweet. 
I love to tell the story, 
For some have never heard 
The message of salvation 
From God's own holy Word. 

REFRAIN 

I love to tell the story, 
For those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting 
To hear it like tlie rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, 
r sing the new, new songi; 
'Twill be the old, old story, 
That I have loved so long. 

REFRAIN 

l 


