ROBERT ELIHUE BYERS

Robert, second son of Mr. and Mrs. William Edward Byers, came from
Stanstead, Quebec, in 1920, with his parents to live in Maynard. He
attended Dulmage's School, S. S. 5, Augusta, and Prescott High School.
At the time of his enlistment, he was working in Northern Ontario.

On August 8, 1940, he enlisted in the Army at Ottawa, joining No. 8
Company of the Canadian Forestry Corps. He trained at Valcartier,

near Quebec City, and left on February 14, 1941 from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,
for Scotland. He spent some time training in England, and went to the
Continent, France, Belgium and Germany in the course of his duties.

At Nairn, Scotland, Bob met and married Miss Isabel Macdonald, June 6,
19 He was discharged September 1945 in Canada, and secured
employment as an attendant at the Ontario Hospital, Brockville. He
and his wife built a home on the North Augusta Road, near the city.
fhey have one son, Robert,

~-researched for the T.H.Book.
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DOUGLAS STARR CONKLIN

fouglas was born in Maynard, April 8, 1916, third son of Mr. William
Conklin and his wife, the former Florence Ferguson. He attended Dulmage's
School, 8. S. 5 Augusta and Prescott High School.

June 17, 1940 he enlisted in the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry
Highlanders at Brockville, and trained there for 2 months., From there he
went to Kingston, then to Ottawa at Lansdowne Park for the winter months,
The unit went to Debert, Nova Scotia, and in July 1941 overseas on the
Orion, a small ship in convoy. For the next 3 years he trained in various
parts of Britain, as with others they waited for the advance to Europe.

D-Day, June 6, 1944, the unit went to France, and tookpart in many
historic engagements - Caen, Falaise, through France into Belgium, and
Holland along the canal route. They were at Cleve on February 18, and
May 8, 1945 at Embden, Germany. By this time, Doug had been promoted to
rank of sergeqnT.

He was repatriated August 16, 1945 and discharged from service in
November of that year.

At home, he purchased a farm on the 6th concession and took up
residence there with his wife, Ruth Devereaux, and 2 childr en, a son
Frank and daughter Patricia. In 1976 he retired from farming and his
job as Augusta Road Superintendent and built a new home on Lot 16, Con. 3,
where he and his wife now live. (1980)

1941 - photo taken in Truro, just
prior to leaving for overseas.
Douglas and son Frank, aged 33



KENNETH WILLIAM BARTON

Kenneth, younger son of Mr. Fred Barton, and his wife, Violet Perrin,

of Charleville, enlisted at Brockville, July 22, 1940, joining the
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders training there. He continued
in Canada until July 1941 when the "Glens" went overseas.

For a year he trained in England, then transferred to Canadian Forestry
Corps in Scotland where he remained until October 1943. In that month
he returned to Canada, and was discharged at Kingston, August 15, 1945.

Kenneth was married to the former Dorothy Stephenson, and had 3 sons and
2 daughters: Glen, Ross and Brian, and Joan and Ruth, The family lived
on a farm near North Augusta until his death, February 21, 1970, aged
53 years. Born November 22, 1935.

He is buried in Maynard Cemetery, Lot 338. Dept. of Veterans Affairs.

- T.H.B. Scrapbook
Goldie A. Connell



DONALD BRUCE FRETWELL

Donald, eldest son of Mr. Erwin Fretwell and his wife, Ida P. McBroom,
was born January 25, 1920, and educated in S.S. 5, Augusta, and Prescott High
School. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force, September 1941, and in
February, after basic training, he began a course in mechanics at Ottawa.

At the conclusion of this course, he was sworn in at Ottawa, June 1942,
Air Craftsman (AC 2)

He took further training at Toronto and finished mechanics course at
St. Thomas, now an aero-engine mechanic, entry 118, Next he was sent to
Service Flying Training School at Brantford (ACl1), and remained there until
posted overseas, January 1943,

In Britain Don was stationed at Royal Air Force Bomber Station at East Moor,
attached to R.A.F., and was there for 6 months before joining #429 Squadron,
Leeming, 6 Group Bomber Command, R.C.A.F. He was there for, except for temporary
move to Topcliff while airdrome was under construction, servicing big bombers
which were raiding enemy territory. Promoted to Leading Aircraftsman (LAC)
Donald spent 2 months at Torquay in the south of England awaiting repatriation,
then came on the Queen Elizabeth, reaching Halifax November 23, 1945, and being
discharged December 14 at Rockcliffe Airport, Ottawa,

In Maynard he purchased a farm, and with his wife, the former Dorothy Hanna,
and daughter Corinne, lived there. When DuPont of Canada came to Augusta, he
was employed there, as well as on the farm.,

~from his family.



IVAN NICHOLSON GILCHRIST, WITH HIS WIFE, MAY WORDIE, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND.

Ivan Nicholson Gilchrist, second son ¢f Henry N. Gilchrist and
Sarah Luella Cutway, was born October 7, 1921, while they were living
in the housing at Charleville cheese factory, corner of Concession 4
and the Charleville Road. The family moved latzr to the house owned
by Oscar Carson, near that family home. His early education was
received at the Charleville Public School, S.S. 9, Augusta.

At an early age, he worked during summer vacations on the farms
of Oscar Carson, Jim Atkinson, Arthur Dulmage, and picked berries at
Joseph Knapp's. When he was sixteen, he worked for Lawrence Fretwell's
Grenville Dairy, on the farm and in the dairy, delivering milk in
Prescott. He joined the Canadian Army on September 2, 1942, enlisting
in Ottawa as direct reinforcement with the Stormont, Dundas and
Glengarry Highlanders.

Following basic training in Ottawa, he was moved in November to
Camp Borden for advanced training. During this time, he qualified
on the 3" mortars. He went overseas in February, 1943, on the Queen
Elizabeth which had been stripped and converted to serve as a troopship.
They docked at Fourock, Scotland, and boarded a troop train for the



Aldershof training centre in England, where they all took battle
training. He applied, and was accepted, for a Regimental Signals
course at Cone in England, and, when he graduated, there were no
signallers required by the S,D,& G Highlanders, so he worked in the
army postoffice at Cone.

In February 1944, he joined the S. D. & G. Highlanders' Signal
Platoon at Fareham in England, and intensive training and water and
assault schemes were the order of day in preparation for the "D"
day operations in France. The S. D. & G. Highlanders were in 9th
Canadian Highland Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Canadian Division,
given the job for the '"D'" day assault on the coast of France. They
were assigned the area of Berniere Sur Mer, where they landed on 'D"
day. Ivan was the Signaller wireless (radio) operator for 2T Coloael
G. H. Christianson, and landed with him, his driver, gunner and
Brigade Signaller. This was the introduction to what war was all about
with each side playing for keeps.

They fought their way through France, (where Ivan was recommended
for Mention in Despatch), Belgium, the Scheldt and channel ports, and
cleared the way for the opening of the Port of Antwerp, so there would
be more direct route for much-needed supplies. He was promoted to
Lance Corporal at that time. They took over from the American Airborne
in the Ji jmegen area of Holland, and held the bridge and flats against
the Germans. During the winter, the drive into Germany started, the
Hockwald and Reichwold forests and water crossing into Germany, then
through the Low Country in Holland and the Friesland and Leewarden areas.

When Cease Fire was ordered, they were in the German part of
Emden to secure it and bring out the surrendering Germans. After this
situation cleared, they were moved back to Helversum, Holland, awaiting
instructions. Some of the soldiers would be returning to Canada in
the next few months, a Canadian Division was being formed to fight
against the Japanese, another division was to be formed to move into
Germany for the Army of Occupation. Ivan joined the permanent army
and the Army of Occupation, and was then stationed in Varel, Germany.

Promoted to rank of Corporal in the Signal Platoon of the 3rd
Battalion, S. D. & H. Highlanders, the role of the Highlanders was to
be a policing force, responsible for overseeing 2 camp of Russian
soldiers who had been captured earlier by the Germans on the Russian
front, and to be certain that they were returned to Russia in the most
feasible way, and to be certain that the Germans caused no trouble.

As a signal platoon corporal, Ivan was responsible for all radio and
telephone communications and training the new people who came into the
platoon. He applied for, and was accepted for a Senior non-commissioned
officers refresher and qualifications course at the Royal School of
Signals at Catterick, Yorkshire, England. Upon graduation, he had 16
day leave, and spent it, as usual, at his favourite spot, Glasgow,
Scotland. On this leave, he met his future wife, Mary (May) Wordie.



Back in Germany, he was moved to Oldenburg, and promoted to
rank of Signal Seargeant. Along with his duties of running the
signal platoon, he was asked to instruct Dutch officers in signal
training, since he had learned the language during his time in
Jijmegen. He was pleased to do this to continue using Dutch language
and to be associated with the Dutch for whom he had, and still has,
the greatest respect. This was a worthwhile and enjoyable
experience that continued for 2 months.

In April 1946, Ivan was awarded the Oak Leaf Cluster, Mention
in Despatch, with the following citation -
"By King's order, the name of Lance-Corporal Ivan Nicholson Gilchrist
was published in the London Gazette on the 4th day of April, 1946,
as mentioned in a despatch for distinguished service. I am charged
to record His Majesty's high appreciation'.

Signed J. J. Lawson
Secretary of State for WAr.

In May, 1946, orders came that the Canadian ARmy of Oocupation
Forces duties were to be taken over by the British Army, and the
Canadians to return to Canada. They turned in their equipment
and responsibilities, and returned to England for 2 weeks leave.

As several Canadians would be still required for service in England
and Holland, Ivan vclunteered to remain, and was assured that this
would be done. With this resolved (he thought), May and Ivan becme
engaged and planned their wedding in Scotland for September.

Following leave, he returned to England to find that he was on
draft for Canada, and there was no way that could be changed. He
and May were very disappointed with this, but this was the army,
so Ivan returned to After 30 days disembarkation leave,
Ivan reported to Kingston, and tried various means to get back to
England while still in the army, but this was not possible. He
applied for discharge then, having been offered some challenging
postings. e received discharge August 5, 1946, and joined Bell
Telephone Comany of Canada in Kingston, from which he retired
after more than 36 years of service.

In April 1947, May finally arrived in Prescott from Scotland,
and they were married May 24, 1947, in Victoria United Church,
Maynard, by Rev. J. Payton. Gordon and Dorothy Fresque were the
best man and matron of honour.

In 1951, the Princess of Wales Own Regiment, an army reserve
militia unit in Kingston, asked Ivan to join as the Signal
Seargeant, as they had no one qualified to do this. For the next
6 years, he was the Signal Seargeant there.

Ivan Gilchrist has the following service ribbons and medals--
1939 Star, France and Germany Star, Defense of Britain medal,
Canadian Volunteer medal and clasp, the Victory medal, the Oak Leaf
cluster and Mention in Despatch.

: =contributed by I. N. Gilchrist, 1985.
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THOMAS Lauwr WALKER

Tom Walker was born in Scotland, August 19, 1912, and came to Canada as a
young lad. He was employed on the farm of Ivan Lane, Maynard for a number of

years, then at Phillips Electric in Brockville.

He enlisted at Ottawa, January 11, 1941, and trained for wireless operator
air gunner (air crew) at Guelph and Fingal, Ontario, and graduated in May as an
air gunner. There he received his “wings". He left Canada for overseas on
June 1, 1942, and arrived in the United Kingdom June 11th. There he did
5 months operational training prior to being posted to #419 R. C. A. F.

Bomber Squadron, which used 4-engine Halifax bombers. While with this unit,
he made |§ operational raids over Germany to Berlin, Hamburg, Duisburg, Essen,
Wuppertal, Dusseldorf and St. Nazaire, France. An appendectomy interrupted
this tour, and while he was in hospital his crew was "“presumed lost" on a raid
over Essen,

In August 1943, Tom was posted to the R. A. F. Ferry Command, India, where
M@jdEAOMDche was stationed at Allahahbad. He made flights to such places as Madras,
pr;* Calcutta, New Delhi, Poona, Karachi, Lucknow, Rawlpindi, Jodpur, to Burma and
to Ceylon. Flying mail and passengers and new aircraft to squadrons in Burma
were their chief duties. Aircraft used were Vengeance Dive Bombers, Dakotas
and Liberators. He was returned to England, July 1945, and back in Canada to
be discharged a month later.

Tom was awarded the 1939-45 Star and clasp, Aircrew European Star, Burma
Star, Defence Medal and C.V.S.M. and clasp. While in England he met and married
Miss Jean Elsie Storey at Stratford-on-Avon on April 21, 1943. Shortly after
that, he left for India. Joan was his nurse while in hospital. She came to
Canada in the Spring following Tom's return.

On his return, Tom secured employment as a postman in Brockville, and
Joan at local hospital. They are parents of R son§ John Malcolm, a daughter,
Susan Joan. A son, Robert Duncan died in infancy. They make their home on

North Augusta Road, Brockville.
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THESE MEN VOLUNTEERED FOR ACTIVE BUT WERE NOT POSTED OVERSEAS

STERLING LEROY SPICER

JAMES HENRY GILCHRIST

WILBERT BARTON

LLOYD WILLIAM DURANT

HOWARD JOHNSTON

MORLEY FRANKLIN BALL

CECIL MOORE

FLOYD JOHN FRETWELL

RICHARD BYERS

RALPH NEWANS

BRUCE CONNELL

JOHN MYERS

CECIL ROBINSON

RICHARD JOHNSTON
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