Byrown's School
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S. S. # 19 BROWN'"S

Kenneth Hough and
Mary Swan, at Brown's
Photo- Isobel Lewis
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SOMETHING OF THE HISTORY OF BROWN'S SCHOOL # 19 Augusta Township
- from Isobel Kennedy Lewis, May 15, 1988.

(Much of this information was given me by the KERWIN family whose
farm was located about one-half mile east of Brown's. ARTHUR KERWIN
in his late eighties stilp has a remarkable memory, and has been
living in Spencerville while his sister, Dorothy Martin, lives in
Ottawa and is a friend of mine.)

Brown''s Schoonl was originally a Drg building, built by early settlers
over 100 gears ago. At one time the pupils numbered as many as sixty.
There were large families at that time, and a larger school section.
Later, a Separate School opened at Throoptown on the next road.

The Kerwin parents both attended Brown's in early times. Mrs. Kerwin
(Nee Bridget Burns) and her brothers and sisters, includimg ANNIE BURNS

and GOERGE BURNS were educated there. You can see that many early
settlers here were from Ireland.

The name Brown's came from BILL BROWN who owned the land around the
school. 1In the early 1900's, hie niece, ANNIE PICKENS, taught there for
several years, and was well- respected.

GORDON McMULLEN of Prescott is her son. Other teachers through the
years include CLAUDE FERGUSON, MARY KFYES, VERA ARMSTRONG, BERTHA McMAHON,
EVALENE THOMPSON, GERTRUDE LANE, SADIE LEE, VERA STEPHENS and
JENNIE BRUCE.
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